Prevnet applying operational funds from Drug Program in 2009

Prevnet network is supporting the EU Drugs Strategy (2005-2012) and the EU Action Plans on Drugs 2005-2008 and 2009-2012 to prevent or reduce drug use among young people by assuring efficient and innovative preventive approaches. Therefore asking for a grant from related funds is quite appropriate. The application was sent in April 2009. Abstract of the project application, prepared by Mr. Matej Košir at the Institute for Research and Development "Utrip". Unfortunately no funds seems to be coming but we will try again in 2010 as the concrete items in the application, especially the seminar and updating of Prevnet web-site, in addition to networking related activities proper, are very much needed, indeed.

Objectives

The grant application was aimed to consolidate, maintain and extend multidisciplinary Prevnet network, expand a knowledge base and raise awareness of the drug-related health problems with support of modern technologies. It also aimed to exchange  experiences and good or promising practices in Europe. The general objective of the project is to prevent drug use and reduce drug-related harm with a perspective to the latest scientific knowledge. 

The main objectives of the project are listed as: (1) expanding and reinforcing Prevnet network; (2) analysing real use of modern technologies in preventive purposes in Europe; (3) collecting and disseminating good and promising practices of the ICT-based solutions; and (4) building drug prevention workers trust in the new methods through making the theory and evidence base of the ICT-based methods more transparent.

Activities

The main activities in the application are: (1) to undertake a comparative analysis of using modern technologies in preventive purposes; (2) to develop an inventory of quality ICT-based tools; (3) to publish a book on good and promising practices in ICT-based prevention; (4) to build capacity at country, regional and local levels for promotion and development of quality ICT-based preventive tools through organising seminar and conference for drug prevention professionals and volunteers; and (5) to renew the website (www.prevnet.net) in order to better serve the dissemination of project products. 

Beneficiaries

The immediate target groups or the project are especially drug prevention professionals and volunteers. Final beneficiaries of the project (ultimate target group) are young people who use or are in danger of starting using drugs, young people with substance misuse problems and other precarious groups with access to the internet. 

Expected results and outputs

The main expected results include a vibrant Prevnet network, an inventory of good and promising practices, and enhanced capacity on country, regional and local levels to use modern technologies more frequently and in efficient way. 

Main outputs of this project (networking, exchanging practices, selecting efficient tools etc.) was set to be an effective tool to achieve the objectives of the project and giving opportunities to wide range of programmes and projects from all participating countries to discuss and exchange experience and knowledge. The outputs include also seminar and conference with workshops, three annual network meetings and book about good and promising practices in ICT-based prevention. The main deliverables include research protocol, website, comparative analysis of practices, internet-based database on practices, evaluation reports, and regular interim and final reports to the EC.

